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1. INTRODUCTION :

Child Friendly School I nitiative, Shorapur

The Child Friendly School Initiative (CFSI) is an experiment to demonstrate a process of providing
quality education in a sustained and child-friendly manner in partnership with all stakeholders by
building capacity and accountability in the system. CFSI is a joint initiative of the Government of
Karnataka, UNICEFand Azim Premji Foundation. The program started in 2004 in Shorapur block of
Yadagir educational district of North-East Karnataka The initiative covers all the 336 government
primary schools of the Shorapur block.

Objectives of Child Friendly School Initiative (CFSI) , Shorapur :

A Child Seeking : To get children excited about enrolling in and attending school

A Inclusive : To address all children irrespective of gender and socio-economic status

A Health & Hygiene : To ensure cleanliness of the school and its surroundings. (CFSI does not
address needs related to child health 7 however, the Government addresses part of this through
the mid-day meal programme).

A Child -Centred : To create a school / classroom culture that is conducivetoac hi | ddés | ear ni

A Active Involvement : To encourage the active involvement of children, families and communities
inthec hi | d&s die schoolimanggeraent.

A Child Development : To facilitate holistic development of child including habits, attitudes, values
as well as life skills (such as co-existence, respect for others, group work, peer learning etc.)

A Completion of School Cycle: To ensure successful completion of school years by all children at
least up to Class5.

In order to achieve the se objectives, interventions under this program deal with issues within the
classroom, school and community. In-school interventions provide support to curriculum
implementation, the teacher, the teaching learning process, and improvement of the school and
classroom environment. The program seeks to support a positive schooli community interface to ensure
effective involvement and participation of the com munity.*

Shorapur Block has 14 clusters with 336 schools. The Hock Education Office (BEO) and the Block
Resource Center (BRC) at the Block and the 14 Cluster Resource Centers(CRC)located at the cluster
extend support to all the schools in the Block. The CRC isthe closest reference point from where the
schools receive academicand school management support. A team of 25 trained volunteers from Azim
Premji Foundation (named Margadarshis’) work closely with the school and the community and
facilitate inputs directly through their interactions with Head Teachers and teachers or through Cluster
ResourcePersons (CRP3$ and Block Resource Persons (BRPS.

School Improvement Plan

In 2005, each school, the School Development & Management Committee (SDMC) and representatives
of the community reviewed the existing situation in their school and prepared their School

Improvement Plan at the start of the CFSlin their respective schools. This School Improvement Plan at
the 336 schools is monitored very closely by the 25 Margadarshis a team of three area coordinators
and the program coordinator (these are members of Azim Premji Foundation) on a continuous basis

'For details of Child Friendly School I niti aBzinve r g
Premji Foundation March 2006

2 The Margadarshis are volunteers engaged by the Child Friendly School Initiative in Shorapur. 25 Margadarshis
have been associated with the program since 2005, with each Margadarshi providing support to about 14 schools.
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and in three cycles (September, December and March), detailed reviews of all the agreed action points
are prepared and shared.

The School Improvement Plan has 214 indicators covering the following five domains:

Community participation
School environment
Classroom environment
Teaching learning process
Teacher capacity building

2. GENESIS OF THE METRIC MEL A IN HAGRATTAGI:

The CFSlis now at a crucial phase of implementation. Working more closely with the community to
involve them in the management of schools is a major challenge. Interacting with the community has
convinced us that there is very little me aningful communication between the school and the
community. They are almost totally in the dark about school activities, the achievements of their
children or the problems faced by teachers. The teachers have had some bitter experiences with the
SDMC andhence prefer to keep them at a distance.

How do we bridge this gap? How do we establish a smooth two-way communication between the
school and the community? How do we help put the school at the centre of the village map? How do
we assure parents that the school is the place of learning and that it can happen in a joyful
atmosphere? How do we ensure that what is learnt in school has relevance to the life of the child and
the community?

It is in this context that the thought of facilitating a Metric Mela emerged. The CFSI team had
experienced a Metric Mela in Rishi Valley, Madanapalle under the Rishi Valley Education Research
Organization (RIVER project in September 2007 during a training program. The team felt that the

implementation of this concept in Shorapur could help address many issues involving the school-
community relationship.

The Metric Mela is a schoollevel event involving all stakeholders i children, teachers, educational
functionaries and the community.

The teamds bel ivelike thehMetric Mela could be taip@wverful catalyst for bridging the
Schooli Community divide was reinforced when Mr. T M Vijay Bhaskar, Secretary Primary & Secondary
Education, Government of Karnataka, visited the project in November 2007. During the Secre t ar y 6 s vli
to some of the schools in Shorapur, the Deputy Director for Public Instruction (D DPI) of Yadgir, Mr.
Paramesh, with his experience of conducting Metric Melas in Mandya, also communicated his conviction
and enthusiasm for this event.

The team decided to use Mathematics in everyday life as the theme for the Metric Mela. Thus, the first
Metric Mela was planned as an attempt to address

a) The critical issue of Mathematics being perceived as a difficult subject
b) The non-participation of the community in school events

The difficulty in teaching and learning Mathematics is being continuously stressed by teachers in

various forums. Research shows us that Mathematics learning becomes interesting and easy when
students see the relevance of the subject in daily. Moreover, contrary to the myth that Mathematics is

Child Friendly School Initiative , Shorapur & Azim Premji Foundation 3
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difficult, it was observed that community members seemed to enjoy solving mathematical problems. In
the Metric Mela, mathematical concepts are tried/learnt or experienced in a festive atmosphere making
learning Mathematics not only easy and interesting but also meaningful and relevant to all concerned.

To motivate teachers of Shorapur schoolsto conduct a Metric Mela in their school, the CFSlteam held
meetings with them where they shared large, colorful photographs of the Metric Mela organized in Rishi
Valley during the t e a c hngeractién meeting on Nali Kal® in December 2007. During these meetings,
the article published in the LGP newsétter on the Metric Mela was also discussed at length. It was in
these meetings that nine schools came forward to conduct such Melas in their schools. The Cluster
Resource Coordinators CRC$ present in these meetings assured all teachers of their support. The next
two months were spent in preparation and confidence building of teachers by the Margadarshis.

In early February 2008, Akkamadevi, a teacher from the Higher Primary School| Hagrattagi, agreed to
hold the Mela in her school and requested the team for help. This led to the Block Resource
Coordinator, Mr. Maruthi, organizing an orientation on the Metric Mela at the BRCfor all the teachers of
the nine schools that volunteered, along with the CRCs and BRPs. Mr. Banarjee, a member of the
Academics & Pedagogy team of Azim Premji Foundation and a resource person for Mathematics,
facilitated the workshop and presented several ideas for the Mela.

Over the next three weeks the Higher Primary School Hagrattagi was a beehive of concentrated
preparation. The teachers, the CRPof the area, the BRP, the Margadarshis and the CFSlteam worked
with the children to visualize, design and practice the activities. The six-member CFSlteam stayed in
the village (at the school) for a few days prior to the event to meet community members and prepare
for the Mela.

Many meetings with the community, daily practice and rehearsals with the children including a dry run
on the previous day ensured the success of the Mela.

3. THE CONCEPT:

The 6 Metric Mel ad is an innovat i gnedasdtused byeRIVER at theirt wa
project schools in Madanapalle, Chittoor District, Andhra Pradesh It was aimed at not only helping

children get experiential knowledge for reinforcement of mathematical concepts, but also making
parents take active interest in the education of their children.

The Mela has children setting up stalls with games
on various mathematical concepts e.g. length,
measurement, place value, fractions, weight,
geometry, money, etc. Community involvement is
reflected through the participation of pare nts in
helping their children set up stalls or providing
them with food stuff to be put up for sale at a

nominal price. This Mela is nothing less than a
festival in the village. The children come dressed
up for the occasion and decorations are put up all
around the school compound.

% Nali Kali (Activity-Based Learning) is one of the academic/pedagogic interventions that have been introduced as

part of the CFSI project. Currently, covering 110 of the 336 schools in Shorapur, Nali Kali will be extended to the
other schools from beginmj of academic year 20a83.

Child Friendly School Initiative , Shorapur d Azim Premji Foundation 4
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Each visitor to the Mela is given an evaluation card which he/she has to give to the children in charge
of each stall before participating in any activity. Based on the visitor6 s p e r f,dhe anddre a&ssign
grades on the card to that person.

The Metric Mela gives children an opportunity to demonstrate to adults (and even educate them in the

procesd) their skills and familiarity with a host of units of measurement in a variety of amusing ways.
These Melas have been highly successful in generating interest in education among the adults too.

4, OBJECTIVES OF THE MELA:

e Demonstrate how mathematical concepts learnt in the classroom have relevance to real life

e Help community members to recognize the value of school and education

e Make children aware of the importance of interacting and communicating (through speaking,
understanding what is explained and reading), while evaluating and strengthening these capacities
within them

¢ Involve the community members in school activities

e Create, through the means of an attractive fair, awareness among the community about the joys of
schooling which could help decrease the dropout rate of students

5. PREPARATION:

Preparation was the key to successfully organizing and conducting the Metric Mela at HPSHagrattagi -
actual preparation post-discussions and meetingstook about two weeks time.

In these two weeks, preparation was done by the teachers on a war footing. They first worked on
finalizing the mathematical concepts to be used and then designed the required activities. Later, they
worked with students to ensure their understanding and capacity of conducting the events
independently. The teachers displayed exemplary team-spirit throughout the preparation for the Mela.

For the Margadarshis, it was a time to show their
solidarity and support while sharing their
knowledge with the teachers. Five of the
Margadarshis and the Area Coordinator worked
with the school authorities and the team stayed
overnight at the school to complete the
preparatory work.

It was also an opportunity for the Margadarshis
and teachers to demonstrate their creative talents.
For example, while some members designed four
or five activities, a Margadarshi used his Boy
Scout experiences to plan and monitor the huge
crowd. Yet another Margadarshi used his skill in
fine arts to create banners, name plates and
instruction boards. This not only saved money but
the job was also done very artistically.

In the two days leading up to the Mela, the teachers and the Margadarshis visited the homes of
parents and other residents in the village not only to mobilize resources for setting up various stalls but
also to personally invite everyone for the Mela.

Child Friendly School Initiative , Shorapur & Azim Premji Foundation 5
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On the evening before the Mela (March 19, 2008),
the children and teachers did a complete rehearsal
of the event. The stalls were put up by the
children and the CFSI team members went to
each of the stalls to help and guide the children
during the dry run. In a meeting following this
rehearsal, roles and responsibilities of each of the
teachers, children and Margadarshis were clearly
chalked-out and collectively understood. During
the dry run, the school realized that since it was
going to be extremely hot during the day, a
shamiana would be required. The CFSI team
arranged this.

So everything was set for the Metric Mela on March 20, 2008, at Hagrattagi Higher Primary School,
Shorapuri a result of whole-hearted enthusiasm, planning and preparation.

6. THE PROCESS:

On Metric Mela day

One could hardly recognize the School on D-Day! With more than 1200 people gathered, the school
grounds covered by a bright shamiana, numerous colorfully-dressed children, the atmosphere was no
less than that during a village jathre (fair), bustling with activity.

The hustle and bustle began at around 8.00 a.m.
After the shamiana was put-up, the children, with
help from their teachers and the Margadarshis, set
up their respective stalls and took positions as
planned.

Child Friendly School Initiative

, Shorapur d Azim Premji Foundation 6
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The Metric Melawas opened to public by 10.30
a.m.

At the entrance, was the registration desk,
where children noted the names of visitors.
Here, each participant was handed a printed
evaluation sheet (refer Annexure 3), used to
indicate the grade obtained by her/him, after
participating in each of the activities put up in
the stalls.

All around the school grounds, children between the ages of 5 and 12 years were taking charge of their
stalls. One could have one's weight and height or the length of one & nose measured or draw the tail of
a donkey blind-folded. One could estimate the length of colored ribbons strung across or how many
pebbles could be transferred from one box to another in a matter of 60 seconds or the weight of the
flour just by touching it . So there were concepts of weight, height, le ngth, time, estimation, profit and
loss, addition and subtraction to be tried out!

Thirty-two such interesting stalls were set-up by the children. Most of these stalls were on Mathematics
and general knowledge. There were also three stalls on language (See Annexure 2 for details). The
stalls attracted not only children but also older members of the community. There was fun, curiosity,
challenge and common sense in these stalls. There were also food stalls where one could buy hot
bajjis, fried peanuts, fresh tender coconut water, sweets and watermelons. At one end of the school
ground was a mike and loud speaker from which the Margadarshis and teachers made announcements
to the participants about the various stalls that were put -up. Various volunteers sang songs for children
and on the theme of education to not only keep the atmosphere lively but also to inspire the people
gathered.

Child Friendly School Initiative , Shorapur & Azim Premji Foundation 7




The Metric Mela:

People gathered in large numbers around each
stall and it was amazing to observe the children
working as a team (groups of four) at each stall -
counter skill fully mance
crowds. The children were totally in charge of the
stalls and hence communicated freely and made
independent decisions.

Word-of-mouth was a strong force in drawing
people to the Mela. People who first came and
participated in the Mela must have gone back
home and told their friends and neighbors that
this was an event not to be missed i for there
was a continuous stream of visitors right through
the day.

Potential and Possibilities , March 2008

Apart from people of Hagrattagi village, children and teachers from nine neighboring schools also
participated in the Mela. Teachers from the other nine schools, which have volunteered to conduct the
Mela in their respective schools in the next academic year, had also come to experience the event.

Child Friendly School Initiative

It was indeed a sight to see adults becoming kids
once again! A fresh liveliness pervaded the school,
which was, on the day, the center of activity of
the village. Children became self-confident,
independent individuals, completely responsible
for the task at hand. There was a sense of pride
not only in the children, but also in the eyes of
their parents, who saw their children displaying
commendable behavior, knowledge and skill.

An interesting exchange happened when one
adult participant wanted to obt a
his evaluation sheet through unjust means. While
he was trying to push the child managing the stall
into giving him an A-grade, a girl who was looking
on, firmly stopped him and told him in a firm
Vv oi ¢ éu thdinba anyaya, Sin (ATh
extremely unjust, Siro). This ¢
obvious that the Mela was an opportunity to
strengt hen not only
mathematical concepts, but also, though in a
limited sense, to reaffirm and establish values of
right and wrong in society

, Shorapur d Azim Premji Foundation 8
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In the afternoon, lunch was served to all guests
and children. This involved a massive effort from
the teachers. Community members greatly
contributed in supporting the teachers to organize
and manage this activity, which was done very
systematically.

Potential and Possibilities , March 2008

Postlunch, children resumed activity in the stalls. Mr. Paramesh, DDPI of Yadgir district and Mr.
Maruthi, BRC, Shorapur Block went around the stalls and participated in the activities . It was only
around 4.00 p.m. that the crowd began to decrease and activity levels in the stalls diminished. The
eventful Metric Mela was finally concluded at 5.00 p.m. with closing remarks by Mr Parameshand Mr.

Umashanker Periodi, Head of CFSI.

In the evening, from around 5.30 p.m. to 6.30
p.m., the children enthusiastically presented
various cultural events T dance, music, etc. i
which were attended in large numbers by adult
community members.

Child Friendly School Initiative

Mr. Paramesh highlighted the importance of this
event in sensitizing parents to the importance of
education, addressing the issue of drop-outs,
strengthening  conceptual understanding  of
children in Mathematics, demystifying ideas in the
subject and relating it to real -life.

Mr. Umashanker Periodi stressal the fact that
community participation be initiated through
activities like the Metric Mela, where parents
proudly see their children displaying self-
confidence and knowledge. In these events,
children demonstrated abilities that reflected their
capacity to think freely, solve problems, interact
with various people with courage and confidence.

, Shorapur d Azim Premji Foundation 9




7. THE BUDGET:

The Metric Mela:

Potential and Possibilities , March 2008

=707/03/9088 i

The expenses of this Mela were minimal especially considering the widespread participation of people.
Care was taken to minimize expenses by using local resources. Teaching Learning Material (TLM) for
the activities was prepared with local resources. Banners and instructional materials were prepared by
the teachers and the Margadarshis. Food was an issue that was discussed at length. Some felt that
arranging lunch for all would be a burden for the school and the logistics would upset the entire
process. But the SDMC and theHead Teacher were very particular about providing lunch for all those
who came to their village. The shamiana was a lastminute decision but proved a necessity.

The table below gives details of the approximate expenditure towards organizing the Mela:

Expenditure for the Metric Mela (approximate)

Items Amount Remarks
(In Rs.)
1 Materials for TLM 1000
2 Stationery 500
3 Registration forms 550 Can be printed in bulk for all schools to reduce
cost
4 Shamiana 3000 Can be avoided by using the school space more
creatively and mobilizing local resources
5 Food 5000 This was mobilized by SDMC in kind. Can be
completely avoided.
6 Banners & art work 250
7 Miscellaneous 1000
Total 11,300

Child Friendly School Initiative

, Shorapur d Azim Premji Foundation
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Participat ion of people in the Mela

Particulars Number | Remarks
1 | Children (Hagrattagi school) | 200
2 | Children (other schools) 300
3 | Teachers (including officials) | 200
4 | Community members 500
Total 1200
8. OUTCOMES & IMPACT:

The impact and outcomes of the Metric Mela were manifold. To enumerate a few:

A

pg > >

> >

> >

p>N

The Mela was a good way to initiate community participation in education in the village and to
encourage contribution of resources to the school and its activities. It inspired parents and the
local community to support education in their village.

The Mela was an opportunity to see learning in a different perspective; to break away from
traditional rote methods and focus on understanding and application.

The activities helped demystify classroom processes and exhibited their relevance to everyday
life. For many children, it helped reduce the fear of Mathematics and encouraged them to look
at the subject with renewed curiosity.

It gave children the opportunity to be active learners; to learn in an atmosphere of freedom
and fun; and to learn by doing .

The event provided a space for children to act independently with immense self -confidence
The small shops that were set-up (selling bangles, bajjis, tender-coconut water, etc.) had
profitable sales. To a limited extent, this was also a mot ivation for community participation.

It was an excellent way to mark the e nd of this academic year.

It gave the CFSIstronger visibility for their work in the field and was a practical way for the
community to see how the atmosphere in a school could be transformed.

It proved to be a great motiv ator for teachers, education functionar ies and children from other
schools to organize similar Melas in their respective schools/locations.

Child Friendly School Initiative , Shorapur & Azim Premji Foundation 11
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9. VOICES FROM THE COMMUNITY:

Neelamma Hakkanagutti, mother of two girls
studying in the school : fi | have
thing in 30 years! The
left my field and all other work to be here
todayeée. .| havendt studi
my belief in educating my children, come what
mayé. God bl ess & foreorganziagc
such an event!! o

Roopa and Shruti, sixth standard students from
Rajankol ur Higher Pri ma
to go back to our school and do a similar kind of
program. |t is so much

Gowda, father of a child studying in the school, referring to the stalls where children sold various tit -
bits: AThis is a good way for <children to under st
significance of making a |ife out of good educatio

Mallesh Waggar, CFSI Margadarshi THe process of preparation for the Mela itself gave us a lot of
satisfaction. The success of the Mela was a bonus.

Child Friendly School Initiative , Shorapur & Azim Premji Foundation 12
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Akkamadevi, Assistant Teacher, Hagrattagi HPS:
it
culminating in such lively activity and enthusiastic
participation from the community. We have
achieved more in this one eventful day than long

hours of o6dull 6 classro
now confident that the community will definitely
support us in future.o

10.

The Metric Mela: Potential and Possibilities , March 2008

is very satisfying

Maruthi. H., BRC, Shor apur : ATh
proved that parents will come to school and
participate when they see meaning in the activity.
Many of the teachers have told me that they will
organize such a Mela in

INSIGHTS & LEARNINGS:

A Metric Mela, if organized, well can not only get the community into the school but can e nsure
high participation. Engaging them in meaningful interaction and learning in which they see
value, is critical.

Getting the community for a meeting is difficult . But when they see their children in control of
the situation and so confident, their self -esteem is enhanced and participation naturally follows.
It is important to capitalize on this initial rapport built with the community and the interest
shown by them in school activities, and not let the bond break with time.

The Mela and its success should not become a onetime event and the outcomes of this event
need follow-up, both within the classroom and outside.

The process of preparation makes participation inevitable. The teachers know that this huge
Mela cannot be handled without the support of the community and the community see s that
they have to be a host when their neighbors and children from neighboring villages come over.
It is vital to involve childr en from the stage of designing of activities and materials, so that they
are a part of the learning and creative growth that happens during preparation.

Though having a huge crowd is good, the ultimate objective should be kept in mind to seeto it
that the right atmosphere for maximum learning happens both for the host (children) and the
guests (children and adult community).

Children need to have a deeper understanding of the objectives of each of the activities before
being ready to conduct them.

Child Friendly School Initiative , Shorapur & Azim Premji Foundation 13
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e Some of the activities put-up in the Mela have the potential to be used as tools for community
assessment of quality of education attained by their children in the school.

e We have to consider redesigning the present plan to cut costs in the area of food and
shamiana. With proper planning and strictly sticking to local resource s, costs can be further
minimized. Optimizing the costs is significant in order to be able to design a scalable and
sustainable model for implementation.

e Consolidation of the learning after the Mela both for the children and teachers is very
important.

11. A BROAD PLAN FOR THE FUTURE:

In the next phase (beginning of the academic year 2008-09), it has been planned to implement this
strategy (Metric Mela) in nine other schools, spread across the taluk. Meanwhile, it is expected that the
surrounding schools, will get motivated enough to plan similar events. In this manner, an organic
expansion of the Metric Mela is anticipated throughout Shorapur taluk.

Functionaries at the Cluster level will be involved in planning the next set of Metric Melas. In these
meetings, the processes and outcomes of the previous Metric Melas will be evaluated and critiqued so
that there is a gradual improvement in the quality of the M elas conducted. The teachers and CRCof the
Hagrattagi HPS will be resource persons for preparation in the next school. | n this process, the number
of resource persons among the teachers will increase. The functionaries will take the responsibility of
motivating teachers in their respective schools to organize such Melas. In Shorapur, the focus in the
coming two years will be on developing a resource center at the cluster level. One of the main activities
of these resource centers will be to help school authorities conduct Metric Melas involving all the stake
holders. In a cluster, it will be planned in such a way that different schools will have Melas on different
topics, such as Metric Mela, Science Mela, Bala Mela and Sahithya Sammelana etc.. By 2010, holding
Melas and inviting the par ents to the Melas should be one of the integral activities of the schools.

12. RECOMMENDATIONS:

Looking at the positive impact of the Mela the following recommendations can be made:

School level
A The school should hold at least one Metric Melain an academic year
A The school can organize a multi-subject Mela during the school annual day
A During the Samudayadatta Shaale, the school can hold the metric / Science/ Language Melas

and show-case the talents of children
The Karnataka Schools Quality Assesment Organization (KSQAQ results can be shared in a
more meaningful manner during the Mela

p>

Cluster Level

A Functionaries can plan and organize different Melas on different subjects (Mathematics,
Science, Language, General Knowledge, local History) in their Cluster

Block Level

A Reports and the guidelines to conduct such Melas should be produced and distributed to all the
schools and resource centers

Child Friendly School Initiative , Shorapur & Azim Premji Foundation 14




The Metric Mela: Potential and Possibilities , March 2008

A Audio visuals on the process of the Metric Mela should be produced and distributed to all
schools and resource centers

A Melas on TLMSs can be organized forthe teachers

A A study on the outcomes and impact of the Metric Mela should be conducted at the end of the
next academic year

District Level

A Residential schools,hostels, the Navodaya and the Morarji Desai schools should also be
initiated and facilitated to organize similar Melas

A The Metric Mela as a learning methodology should be discussed during the pre-service and in-
service training for teachers

A The DIET should conduct a Mela at the district level for the teachers and education
functionaries

State Level

A DSERTshould bring out training module s for various levels of education functionaries and
teachers on the Metric Mela and other similar Melas

A DSERTshould equip the DIET faculty to train and docum ent Metric Melas and similar activities

A &amudayadattaSh aal e 8 shoutddocua emghe Metric Melain November/December-
one Metric Melain a cluster across the state.

A DSERT through DIETsshould involve CBOs and civil society groups to monitor the programs for
quality improvement at district/ block/cluster level.

The Metric Mela has shown the potential to engage all stakeholders in an interesting interaction in
school where learning can be an enjoyable and meaningful process both for students and the
community. As Mr. Maruthi, the BRC of Shorapur, said fit has motivated the teachers and students to
organize similar Melas in their respective schools. Our job is to follow it up and support them to

conduct successful Melas which will add value to the process of education.d
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Annexure (i)

A Brief Background of Hagrattagi Village

Hagrattagi is a village with 400 families in Kodaikal cluster and is 60 km from the town of Shorapur.
The village has a history that goes back to 12" century B.C and is said to have had 101 temples and
101 wells in the past. This village is historical Ithe M&abbanats,
there is a mention about Eaka Chakra Nagara, where Bheema stayed before killing Bakasura. The
village had to dig 101 wells to quench B h e e m ¢hibss There are only 10-15 temples and very few
wells now at Hagrattagi.

Recently, the Government of Karnataka organized an exhibition of some of the oldest monuments and
sculptures related to this village which got a very good response.

The Primary School was later upgraded to a Higher Primary School. Today the school has about 300
children and 7 teachers. The school comes under Kodaikal Educational Cluster ofShorapur taluk.

Annexure (i) - Brief Description of _Stalls

1. Coin swi mming in water (  estimation ): This activity is designed to improve concentration
and estimation in children as they have to drop a coin into a glass placed in the middle of a
bucket filled with water. Participants playing this game need to drop 5 coins into the glass half
a meter from the top.

2. How wise are you in measurement? (Length): This activity is designed to guess the
correct length of the ribbons tied at both ends from sticks. Three different colored ribbons of 2,
3 and 4 meters length are tied and participants have to guess the correct length of the ribbons.

3. Through rings i get things (estimation) . This activity is designed to improve estimation
where different items of different value are kept at a small distance from each other. The
participant has to guess the value of each item and throw a ring on the more expensive items.
If the participant guesses the value right and throws the ring on that item, it becomes his.

4. How sure are you ? (coin value): This activity is designed to improve the ability to add.
Here the participants have to add up coins of different denominations within a minute. (Coins
of different value i.e. 5, 2, 1 and 50 paise are kept in a box)

5. How much can you remember: This activity is designed to test memory. Different things
are shown to participants for just 30 seconds and they have to recall their names correctly
afterwards.

6. Make a doll ( shapes): This activity is designed to improve knowledge of shapes by making a
doll out of different shapes while keeping in mind that pairs need to be of similar

7. Place Value : This activity is designed to develop concepts of addition and place value. 4
boxes are kept with different numbers representing Units, Tens, Hundreds and Thousands.
Participants are given a 4 digit number i.e. 4532 which they have to reconstruct using numerals
from each box.

Child Friendly School Initiative , Shorapur & Azim Premji Foundation 16
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Angles in Clocks: This activity is designed to develop the concepts of time and angles
through clocks. The big hand and small hand are placed in different directions and participants
are expected to state the angle and the time.

How much are these ? (Estimation in counting): .Participants have to guess the number of
marbles that they grab from a box.

Length of you r nose: This activity is an interesting one where a child takes a scale with a
card flap to adjust according to nose-length and measures the length of participantsénoses.

Selling flowers:  This activity is focused on non-formal measurements used by people e.g. a
garland/length of flowers used by most flower sellers.

Letter tree:  This activity is designed to develop knowledge of consonants and vowels (swara,
vyanjana, anuswara, vergaya vyanjana, avergiya vyanjana). Here different words are written
on leaves and participants have to match the correct leaf to the correct branch of the above.

There is nothing! ( Zero): This activity is designed to develop the idea of zero. Participants
are asked to take away one ball after another from a box, put them in another and then to
calculate how many balls are left in the first box.

Know your weig ht: Participants weigh themselves and identify the readings on the machine.
Know you r height: This activity involves checking the height of participants .
Your destiny is in your hand: This is a fun activity on palm reading!

Number of elephants: This adtivity involves optical illusions. Participants have to count the
number of elephants in a mirror box. The counting is interesting because of the number of
illusionary images created by the mirror.

Is your answer correct? ( Quiz on general knowledge): Participants are asked questions
and if more then 10 are correct in one minute, an 6 A6  Gsrgeadter. 8-10 correct answers
fetcha 6 B6 Gmndamything below that fetchesa 6 C6 Gr ade.

Solving riddles:  This was a fun activity involving the solving of rid dles.

Which one is the filled glass ? Three glasses are placed before participants of which one is
filled with water. P articipants are blind-folded and given a pen to tap against each glass. The
sound is the only indication by which they have to tell wheth er the glass is full or empty.

Count the bangles quickly (accuracy and speed): Multi-colored bangles are kept in a box
and participants have to pick as many bangles of the same colour as possible within one
minute.

Touch flour 7 Identify grains:  This activity is designed to test knowledge of different kinds
of grain. Three glasses are filled with different kinds of flour made of different kinds of grain -
participants have to touch the flo ur and identify what grains they are made of.

Word magic: This is a language activity where participants are given groups of different

letters and they have to make as many correct words as possible within one minute using
them.
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How much you know about animals ? Participants have to match the head of each animal
with t he correct body, name the animal and identify its food.

Shape inside the shape:  Three similar shapes are drawn on a chart with a little difference in
size - participants have to fit the exact oute r shape with the inner shape.

Fraction s: Participants have to match fractions represented in pictures with those in numbers.

One question /one answer : This activity involves answering simple mathematical questions
and answers (participants have just one chance to get it right)

Measure and see (measuring in li ~ tres): This activity develops the capability of measuring
liquids. One litre must be measured out using smaller measurement jars - participants have to
guess how many smaller jars are to be filled with to make 1 lit re.

Tea Stall / tender coconut/  Juice Centre / Mirchi B ajji/ Pocket Mixture: These four stalls

were put up with the purpose of experiencing profit and loss and providing refreshments to
participants.

Annexure (iii) - Ground plan

The stall number mentioned in the sketch below refers to the activ ity number given in the Annexure ii

Entrance | Registration

Stall
18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 33 | 23 | 29 Stall - 1 2 | 4| 5| 86
31,32 3
24 7
27 30
26
25 | 17l 13 12 14 10 | 12 [ 16| o | 8 [15
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Annexure (iv) - Evaluation Card

Name:
Entry No:

Age: yrs

Date:

School Institution

Village:

Sr. No. Name of the Stall Grade (A/B /C/D )
1 Coin swimming in water (counting)

2 How wise are you in measurement? (Length)
3 Through rings i get things (estimation)

4 Daddy, how sure are you? (Coin value)

5 How much can you remember?

6 Make a doll out of it (Shapes)

7 Guess the Place Value (Place Value)

8 Angles in clocks (angle)

9 How much are these? (Estimation in counting)
10 Length of your nose

11 Selling Flowers

12 Letter Tree

13 There is nothing! (Zero concepts)

14 Know your weight

15 Know your height

16 Your destiny is in your hand

17 No. of elephants (just for entertainment)

18 Is your answer correct? (General knowledge)
19 Solving riddles

20 Which is the filled glass?

21 Count the bangles (accuracy and speed)

22 Touch flour T Identify grains

23 Word Magic

24 How much you know about animals

25 Shape inside the shape

26 Fractions

27 One Question

28 Measure and see (measuring in litre)
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Annexure (vi) - List of Acronyms used

CAEO Cluster Assistant Education Officer

CRC1 Cluster Resource Center

CRP 1 Cluster Resource Person

BEO i Block Education Oficer

BRC 1 Block Resource Center/Coordinator

BRP i Block Resource Person

CFSI i Child Friendly School Initiative

DDPI 1 Deputy Director of Public Instruction

DIET 1 District Institute for Education and Training

DSERT i Department of State Education Reseaich and Training
DyPC i Deputy Project Coordinator

GP i Gram Panchayat

HPS 1 Higher Primary School

KSQAOQO i Karnataka Schools Quality Assessment Organization
LPS T Lower Primary School

LGP 1 Learning Guarantee Program (of Azim Premji Foundation)
SDMC i School Development and Management Committee
SSAT Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan

TLM i Teaching Learning Material

UNICEFiUni ted Nations Childrends Fund
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