SHIKSHA ADHIKAR MANCH, BHOPAL

E-8/29, Sahkar Nagar Tel.: 0755-2560438
Bhopal 462 039, Madhya Pradesh Email: shikshaadhikarmanch.bhopal@gmail.com
27 January 2009

To,

The Chairperson

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Human Resource Devel opment
Room No. 122, Parliament House Annexe
New Delhi 110 001

Sub.: Memorandum on the anti-Constitutional, discriminatory and pro-privatization and pro-
commercialization ‘The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Bill, 2008.

Sir,
We are hereby submitting to you a Memorandum in protest against the above-named Bill tabled

in Rajya Sabha (December 2008) and under consideration in your Committee. The Memorandum
in Hindi (along with the English version) and the proposed amendmentsin the Bill are enclosed.

As you would see from the attached documents, the Bill not only violates the Constitution but
also failsto fulfill the public expectations of accessto education equitable quality.

We understand that your Committee is in a great hurry to push the Bill without either holding
Public Hearings or following any democratic consultation whatsoever. This is beyond our
comprehension, especially when the central government has taken almost 15 long years since
Supreme Court’s Unnikrishnan Judgment (1993) and six years (four and a half years under UPA
government) since the 86™ Constitutional Amendment Act to finalise the Bill. The CABE also
refused to hold Public Hearings while preparing its Draft Bill in 2004-05 which it forwarded to
the Prime Minister’s office despite alack of consensus. Even now the Hindi version of the Bill is
not available publicly on any of the official websites. Severa concerned groups are presently
battling to trandate it in various Indian languages across the country before they can even begin
to decipher and debate its implications in public.

In the sixtieth year of the Republic, therefore, we urge upon you to open this controversia Bill for
Public Hearings in order to allow the people to express their views. The Bill has serious
implications for the lives of about 35 crores of the nation’s children up to 14 years of age, apart
from more than 9 crore children in the 14-18 year age group. It is imperative that the Public
Hearings are organized in every state/UT so that people from diverse regions can participate. This
will be the only way that justice will be done to the democratic spirit of the Constitution.

With regards,
Sincerely,

Anil Sadgopal
For Shiksha Adhikar Manch, Bhopal

Encl.: 1. Petition with Proposed Amendments (English version); 2. Petition (Hindi) with signature sheets
viz. A-1to A-2, B-1to B-3and C-1 (signed in Itarsi, M.P.) and D-1 and E-1 (signed in Bhopal, M.P.).

Cc: 1. President of India; 2. Prime Minister, Govt. of India; 3. Speaker, Rajya Sabha; 4. Speaker,
Lok Sabha; 5. Dy. Speaker, Rajya Sabha; 6. Dy. Speaker, Lok Sabha; 7. Minister of Human
Resource Development, Govt. of India.
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To, Date.............. 2009
The Chairperson

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Human Resource Development

Room No. 122, Parliament House Annexe

New Delhi 110 001

Sub.: Our Memorandum on the anti-Constitutional, anti-education, anti-child and pro-
privatization and pro-commercialization character of ‘The Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Bill, 2008’ tabled in the Rajya Sabha in December 2008.

Sir,

We, the undersigned, are deeply anguished to inform you and, through you, all members
of your Committee that the above Bill is rooted in the framework of the neo-liberal
policies being pursued under globalization, rather than the Constitution of India. This Bill
violates the solemn resolve of the Preamble to the Constitution to build a socialist,
secular and democratic republic and to secure justice, liberty, equality and fraternity for
all its citizens. It further violates the principles enshrined in Articles 14, 15(1) and 16 with
regard to equality before law, guarantee against discrimination by the State and equality
of opportunity in public employment respectively. In case this Bill is passed, the present
multi-layered school system resulting in inferior and varying quality of education for
different sections of society will stand legitimized. The adverse impact of this
discriminatory system will be chiefly on the dalits, tribals, most OBCs and the minorities
(mainly muslims), the girls and the disabled in each of these communities being the
worst sufferers. The concept of Free Education embedded in the Constitution, too, has
been circumscribed. By allowing unregulated privatization and commecialisation of
school education, this Bill is bound to exacerbate the prevailing disparities in and
through education. Please note that the Article 13(2) of the Constitution does not permit
the State to make any law that “takes away or abridges” the Fundamental Rights.

We are enclosing herewith the amendments that are, in our considered opinion, critical
to make the Bill consonant with the Constitution in both letter and spirit.

We urge upon you to open this most controversial Bill for Public Hearings in order to
allow the public to express its view.

Faithfully yours,
The Undersigned
Cc: 1. President of India; 2. Prime Minister, Govt. of India; 3. Speaker, Rajya Sabha; 4. Speaker,

Lok Sabha; 5. Dy. Speaker, Rajya Sabha; 6. Dy. Speaker, Lok Sabha; 7. Minister of Human
Resource Development, Govt. of India.

We, the following undersigned, append our signatures in protest against ‘The Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory Education Bill, 2008’

No. Name Organisation Address Signatures
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